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Commission and 
Council consider 
Zoning Amendments 
On September 6, the Planning 
Commission evaluated 
proposed amendments to 
implement discrete changes 
to zoning standards.  The City 
Council will consider the 
Commission’s 
recommendations and a 
proposed ordinance on 
September 12. The proposed 
amendments reflect public 
input over the last two years 
of the project. In addition, 
information related to 
existing development 
standards, permit activity, 
City policies, and evaluation 
of local and state laws 
provided the framework for 
staff’s recommendation.
Of the City’s 35 zoning 
districts, recommendations 
were made in these zones:
R2, R2R, R3, R3R, CM2, M1
Planning Commission and City 
Council staff reports are 
available online.

*********************
Council to Evaluate 
Goals This Month 
City Council will consider 
draft goals to guide the LUCE 
alternatives on September 26.  
Once endorsed, they will 
become “working goals” for 
the project’s upcoming 
Alternatives phase. The 
Alternatives will provide the 
public a forum for dialogue 

and debate about key issues 
related to Santa Monica’s 
future. An active public 
discussion is anticipated that 
will connect the goals with 
factual information, analysis 
and innovative problem 
solving leading to 
recommendations regarding 
the amount of growth, where 
to locate new activities and 
development, how to connect 
different land uses through 
improved mobility, and other 
qualitative aspects of the 
City’s future. The interactive 
workbook will provide a basis 

for analyzing 
impacts and 
how traffic 
and 

development 
will interact. This will assist 
in understanding  policy 
trade-offs that affect the 
quality of life in the City.

********************* 
Parks Commission 
Considers LUCE 
Draft Goals
The Recreation and Parks 
Commission discussed the 
draft LUCE goals at their 
August 17 meeting . 
Commissioners expressed a 
desire for more parks in the 
ocean and beach areas, an 
emphasis on park’s role as 
recreational and historic 
resources and as connectors 
throughout the city, 
especially by walking and 
cycling.

LUCE Relationships 
Spark SAMOHI 
Outreach         

Planning and Community 
Development (PCD) staff has 
created strong relationships 
with other departments and 
community groups since the 
inception of the LUCE 
project. When the Santa 
Monica High Parent Teacher 
Student Association asked for 
assistance, PCD and 
Community and Cultural 
Services (CCS) staff sprang 
into action. As students 
registered for the new school 
year, they were greeted by 
City staff who provided 
information and 
encouragement to take 
alternative transit to campus. 
Of the 349 students who 
pledged to taking transit, 
walking, skating, carpooling 
or biking to school one lucky 
student won a beach cruiser,  
another a helmet in a prize 
drawing.

********************
The Impacts of 
Parking Regulations
On August 2, the Planning 
Commission heard from 
Mott Smith, Principal of 
Civic Enterprise Associates, 
on the impact of parking 
requirements  on 
development.  Smith posed 
the following question: 
Why don’t cities get  
curb-adjacent commercial 

development that contributes 
to walkable streets?  Mr. 
Smith showed that traditional 
zoning policies favor cars over 
pedestrians by emphasizing 

compliance 
with 
parking 
standards.  
These 
policies are 
difficult to 

implement on small urban 
lots and have given rise to 
front-lot parking and 
super-block developments, 
which change a city’s scale 
and character.  Mr. Smith 
argued for revised parking 
regulations  to promote 
neighborhood scale and 
pedestrian- oriented 
development.  He praised 
Santa Monica for its creative 
parking policies, while 
recommending a “Parking 
Credit” system, where 
businesses purchase off-site 
parking spaces in lieu of 
providing them on-site. Mott 
Smith’s presentation 
continued the Commission’s 
speaker series.  Summaries 
are posted at the Shape the 
Future 2025 website. 
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